This Declaration was read and ſubſcribed by the Biſhop 
in the Preſence of 

Dr. Green, the Pariſh Miniſter, 

Dr. Hicks, Dean of Worceſter. 

Ar. Jenkins, his Lordſhip's Chaplain. 

Mr. Powel, his Secretary. 

Mr. Wilſon, hz Amanuenſ/is, Who all communicated with him. 


T H E 


DECLARATION 


Of the Right Reverend Father in God 


Late Lord Biſhop of CHICHESTER 


UPON HIS 


DEAT H-BED. 


Eing called by a Sick (and I think a Dying) Bed, and the 
good hand of God upon me in it, to take the Laſt and Beſt 
Viaticum, the Sacrament of my dear Lord's Body and Blood, 
I rake my ſelf obliged to make this ſhort Recognition and 
Confeſſion, That whereas I was beptized into the Religion of the Church 
of England, and ſucked it in with my Milk, I have conſtantly adhered 
to it thorough the whole Courſe of my Lite, and now, if ſo be the 
wy of God, ſhall dye in it, and had reſolved, through God's grace aſ- 
ſiſting me, to have dyed fo, though at a Stake. And whereas that 
Religion of the Church of Erg/and taught me the Doctrine of Non-re- 
fiſtence and Paſſive Obedience, which I have accordingly inculcated upon 
others, and which I took to be the diſtinguiſhing CharaCter of the 
Church of England, I adhere no leſs firmly and ſtedfaſtly to that ; and 
in conſequence of it have incurred a S»/þerſron from the Exerciſe of 
my Office, and expeCted a Deprivation. I find in fo doing much in- 
ward Satisfaction ; and if the Oath had been tendered at the Peril of 
my Lite, I could only have obeyed by Suffering. 

[ deſire you my worthy Friends and Brethren to bear Witneſs of this 
upon Occaſion, and to believe it as the Words of a dying Man, and 
who is now ingaged in the moſt Sacred and Solemn Af of Conver- 
ſing with God in this World, and may, for ought he knows to the 


contrary, appear with theſe very Words in his Mouth at the Dreadful 
Tribunal. 


Aug. 27. 1689. Manu propria ſubſcript, 
Jo. Ciceftrenſts. 


